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SINGAPORE GARDEN FESTIVAL UNVEILS STAR DESIGNERS FOR 2008
SHOW

- New Expo Component Provides Platform for International and Local
Experts to Network and Exchange Ideas -

Singapore, 30 October 2007 — Singaporeans and visitors can expect more elaborate
garden and floral creations when the biennial Singapore Garden Festival (SGF) returns
on 25 July 2008. Continuing with the tradition of showcasing the best international
garden and floral designers under one roof, the National Parks Board (NParks),
organiser of the festival, unveiled its list of 18 international and local garden designers
who will participate in SGF 2008 at an evening event tonight.

The special curtain-raiser, organised in celebration of the launch of SGF 2008, was
officiated by Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman, Parliamentary Secretary for National
Development and Guest of Honour for the evening.

The 18 garden designers come from 13 countries including Singapore. The foreign
designers were in town to take a brief on the competition. Last year’s big-time winners
return to compete again — Singapore’s Henry Steed (winner in the category, Best of
Show for Landscape Gardens), Peter Cheok (Best of Show in the Fantasy Gardens
category) and Australia’s Jim Fogarty (Royal Horticultural Society, UK Award of
Excellence and Gold Award in the Landscape Gardens category).

In addition to the awards for the designers, next year's SGF will also recognise the
talents of partners who work with these designers to implement the designs. Gold, Silver
and Bronze awards will be handed out to the winning implementing partners, who are

mainly Singapore-based firms.
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Engaging the Trade

Another new key component of SGF 2008 is the launch of the SGF Expo. The three-day
trade and business event will kick-start on 24 July 2008, a day before the Singapore
Garden Festival opens to the public. Targeted at landscape and horticulture
professionals from around the world, it seeks to provide an international meeting place
for industry players to network, exchange ideas and explore all facets of landscape
design and horticulture in Asia. The event, which comprises a trade exhibition and
conference, will also showcase new technologies and trends on innovative landscape

designs.

Of this trade component of the Festival, Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman said: “The trade
exhibition aims to boost the vast business potential of this industry, while the conference
will bring together leading practitioners to share best practices and provide insights into
emerging markets and trends driving the industry. The expanded Singapore Garden
Festival will be the first international landscape and horticulture event of such scale in
Singapore, reflecting our desire to develop Singapore as a centre for horticultural

excellence.”

Popular Highlights Return to the Festival

Aside from the new SGF Expo component, and the return of the Show Gardens, the
other key highlights will return to the festival:

= Floral Windows of the World will showcase stunning cut-flower displays by 16 floral
designers from Singapore and abroad. (Details to be announced later)

= Singapore Orchid Show, a dazzling display of Southeast Asia’s rich and diverse
heritage of orchids

» Garden Fiesta, including fringe activities such as talks, demonstrations and other
exhibits catering to the public, families, serious gardeners as well as hobbyists

= Vibrant Marketplace, offering a wide array under one roof of plants, gardening and
landscape products and services, and arts & crafts for sale

Visitors can enjoy the 8-day event which will be housed at the Suntec City Convention
Centre from 25 July to 1 August 2008. Ticketing details will be announced early next

year.
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For now, the public can log on to www.singaporegardenfestival.com for more

information.
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Media enquiries

Please contact:
Pamela Tor Das, Hill & Knowlton, at DID 6390 3330 or email

pamela.tordas@hillandknowlton.com.sg

Andrew Ang, Hill & Knowlton, at DID 6390 3345 or email andrew.ang@bhillandknowlton.com.sg

Jean Louise Lee, NParks Communications Manager at DID: 64717815 or email

Jean Louise Lee@NParks.gov.sqg

About Singapore Garden Festival
Singapore Garden Festival (SGF) is a biennial event, positioned to be amongst the top flower and

garden shows on the international calendar. SGF is the first show to bring together top
international award-winning landscape and garden designers, florists and horticulturists from
around the world, who are invited to the Festival to work alongside Singapore's own talented
horticulturists. Singapore's geographic location makes the Festival an ideal platform to showcase
horticultural and gardening products and services from the northern and southern hemispheres,
as well as from Asia and New World nations.

For more information on SGF2008, log on to www.singaporegardenfestival.com

About SGF Expo

SGF 2008 will see the launch of SGF Expo, organized as an integral part of the festival next year.
The 3-day international trade exhibition and conference event will be held at the Suntec City
Convention Centre from 24 to 26 July. Leading experts at the conference will address the needs
of the industry players, share best practices and facilitate a dialogue for new ideas. The exhibition
aims to provide an international platform that brings together influencers, buyers and sellers of
landscape and horticulture products, equipment and services for the landscaping and horticulture
industry.

For more information on SGF Expo 2008, log on to www.singaporegardenfestival/expo2008

About National Parks Board
National Parks Board (NParks) is responsible for providing and enhancing greenery of the
Garden City. Beyond green infrastructure, NParks is committed to enhance the quality of life

through creating memorable recreational experiences and lifestyles.
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NParks manages more than 300 parks, the park connector network and the lush roadside
greenery in Singapore. Some of the parks managed include Singapore Botanic Gardens, Fort
Canning Park, East Coast Park, Bishan Park, Telok Blangah Hill Park and Pulau Ubin Recreation
Area. In addition, NParks manages nature reserves such as Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve and

Bukit Timah Nature Reserve.

As the scientific authority on nature conservation, NParks monitors and coordinates measures to

ensure the health of Singapore’s biodiversity.

NParks is also the lead agency in the efforts to continually upgrade the Landscape and
Horticulture Industry in Singapore. It works closely with industry partners to promote good work
practices and create a thriving, innovative and professional industry that will support Singapore’s
aspirations of being a City in the Garden.

For more information, log on to www.nparks.gov.sg
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