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SINGAPORE GARDEN FESTIVAL RETURNS TO ENCHANT VISITO RS WITH
THE LUSH LUXURIANCE OF GARDENS & FLORA

- Award-winning garden & floral designers from 17 countries gather at premier
international garden & flower show -

Singapore, 24 July 2008 - The Singapore Garden Festival (SGF) will open in full bloom
to the public on 25 July after an intensive 18-month preparation period. The Festival is
the first in the tropics to bring together, top award-winning garden and floral designers

from around the world, under one roof. Its inaugural 2006 show drew 200,000 visitors.

The biennial event runs from 25 July to 1 August and will occupy 24,000 sgm at levels
four and six of Suntec International Convention & Exhibition Centre. It is expected to

draw 200,000 visitors over the eight-day period.

This year's Festival will showcase 32 masterpieces by award-winning garden and floral
designers from 17 countries', a wider spectrum of nations than the inaugural show. This
includes 10 fantasy show gardens, eight landscape show gardens and 14 floral displays
specially created, by winners from world renowned floral and garden shows such as the
Chelsea Flower Show (United Kingdom), the Philadelphia Flower Show (United States),
the Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show (Australia) and the Ellerslie
International Flower Show (New Zealand). Designers from Singapore include Peter
Cheok, Henry Steed, Alan Tan, and Michael Teh.

Over 200,000 tropical and temperate plants are used for the displays at level six. This
includes plants that are uncommon to Singapore such as temperate plants, trees and
orchids specially brought in by the garden designers, floral artists and exhibitors from all

around the world?.

! Refer to Designers’ Biodata fact sheets
2 Refer to Unusual Plants at SGF fact sheet
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Mr Ng Lang, NParks Chief Executive Officer (CEO), said, “The encouraging feedback
from visitors, exhibitors and participants at the 2006 event is a testament that the
Singapore Garden Festival has fast become one of the must-see events in Singapore’s
calendar of activities. With greater support from our partners, industry players in
Singapore and abroad, we are confident that the 2008 Festival will not only meet the
standards set at the inaugural show, but bring an even more dazzling experience to

visitors this year.”

Festival Highlights

Best of Show Gardens (Level 6) is divided into two categories of gardens,
Landscape Gardens which showcase good horticultural design principles and
skills, planting concepts and outstanding plants; and Fantasy Gardens which
creatively combine plants, flowers, stage lighting and props for a “wow” effect.
The Festival will showcase a total of 18 Show Gardens — 10 Fantasy Gardens
and eight Landscape Gardens. Each spanning 100 sgm, these are designed and
created by award-winning designers from 13 countries - Australia, China, France,
India, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Netherlands, Singapore, Sri Lanka, South
Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States;

Floral Windows of the World (Level 6) showcases 14 colourful and vibrant cut
flower displays with set design and lighting created by award-winning master
floral artists. Designers of these floral masterpieces, each with a space of 50
sgm, hail from 10 countries — Canada, China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia,

Netherlands, Norway, Singapore and the United Kingdom;

The People’'s Choice Award (Level 6) invites the public to vote for their
favourite garden or floral displays through SMS. One lucky voter will win a trip to

the Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show in 2009.

SGF Merchandise Shoppe (Level 6) is a retail outlet where you can find all

sorts of SGF related products from notebooks, mousepads, baby rompers to
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collared T-Shirts. The 100sqm SGF Merchandise Shoppe is designed and built
by the IKEA team using IKEA products.

The Singapore Orchid Show (Level 4) organised by the Orchid Society of
Southeast Asia (OSSEA) and the National Parks Board (NParks) features
Southeast Asia’s rich and diverse heritage of tropical orchids. It is also a preview
of what visitors can expect when Singapore hosts the prestigious triennial World
Orchid Conference in 2011. [Note to Editor: More information on the Orchid

Show will be released at the opening ceremony tomorrow];

MarketPlace (Level 4), has about 120 specialty stalls offering horticultural and
gardening-related products and services representing every aspect of the
floristry, nursery, horticultural and landscape industries. These interesting plants
and related products are sure to excite members of the public, hobbyists and

serious gardeners alike;

Educational, recreational and entertainment activit ies (Levels 4 & 6),
including gardening talks and demonstrations by local gardening gurus and
international designers, activities for children, as well as special displays and
activities from NParks’ partners. These include the Clarin’'s Learning Garden,
where children are taught how to count their carbon footprint; ways to integrate
green into the home at the 100 sgm showflat by IKEA; photo exhibition
Romancing Nature by businessman and avid photographer Kwek Leng Joo and
Clinic Botanica where the public can bring unwell plants for “medical” advice by
the Agri-food & Veterinary Authority (AVA).

Competitions and Awards

Various accolades will be handed out by a distinguished panel of international judges®
for the garden and floral displays at Level 6. President SR Nathan and Minister Mah Bow

Tan will present the Best of Show awards for the best displays in Landscape Gardens,

% Refer to Judges fact sheet
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Fantasy Gardens and Floral Windows to the World at the exclusive Awards Gala on the
evening of 24 July. This year, a new category of awards is introduced, where
implementing partners who lead on the construction of the designers’ displays are also

recognised for their efforts.

Awards will also be presented at the following competitions:
Singapore Orchid Show - Minister for National Development Mah Bow Tan will
present prizes for the best orchid displays by professional orchid growers and
enthusiasts on 25 July 2008;

Floral Designer Society of Singapore (FDSS) Floral Arrangement
Competition - A live competition at the Festival that showcases the creative flair
and artistry of local amateur and professional floral designers. Senior Minister of
State for National Development Ms Grace Fu will present prizes for winners of

this biennial floral arrangement competition on 25 July 2008;

Inter-School Free-Style Floral Art Competition — Organised by Nanyang
Primary School to promote interest and appreciation of flowers and plants
amongst the younger generation. This live competition is participated by students
from primary and secondary schools and tertiary institutions. Member of

Parliament Cedric Foo will present prizes to winners on 26 July 2008;

Community in Bloom (CIB) Awards - Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman,
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of National Development will be handing out
awards to the winners of recently concluded CIB competition on 26 July 2008.
Various winners will also be present at the Festival to share with members of

their public their gardening interests and experience

Mr Ng said, “The Singapore Garden Festival along with other key NParks initiatives, are
part of a concerted effort to promote horticultural excellence and to bring the joys of
gardening closer to everyone. At the industry front, the sharing of learning and
experience with international experts will go a long way in inspiring Singapore’s own
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talented horticulturists to seek higher challenges. It also creates an opportunity for
people from all walks of life to be involved in the efforts of moving towards our City in a

Garden vision through volunteerism or participation in the line up of activities.”

The Festival also had a new trade conference component, SGF Expo, which takes place
from 24 — 26 July. About 300 delegates and 3,000 trade visitors are expected to visit the
Expo.

Visitors to the Festival may want to arm themselves with a camera, as the Festival is not
only a shutterbug’s paradise, but also an opportunity to win attractive prizes from Sony
through the photography competition organised by the Photographic Society of

Singapore. Visit www.pss.org.sg to download the entry form.

Ticketing Details

Tickets for Singapore Garden Festival (SGF) are available at Level 1 of Suntec

International Convention & Exhibition Centre.

Ticket Price

Weekend Weekday
Adult S$12 S$6
Concession - Child*, Student, Senior Citizen S$6 S$3
Family — 2 Adults & 3 Children S$36 S$18

*Free for children below 0.9m

The Festival is organised by the National Parks Board (NParks) and its key partners, the
Agri-food & Veterinary Authority (AVA), the Orchid Society of Southeast Asia (OSSEA).
Singapore Gardening Society and Singapore Tourism Board (STB).

Festival sponsors include City Developments Limited (CDL), Clarins, IKEA, Sony,
Culina, ExxonMobil, Mega Event Group (MeGU), Singapore Airlines and SuperNature.

For more information, please visit www.singaporegardenfestival.com.
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For media interviews and further information, conta ct:

Pamela Tor Das, Hill & Knowlton: +65 9765 2971 / +65 6390 3330 / Email
pamela.tordas@hillandknowlton.com.sqg

Andrew Ang Tel, Hill & Knowlton: +65 9791 4268 / +65 6390 3345 / Email
andrew.ang@hillandknowlton.com.sg

Jancy Yeo, National Parks Board: +65 97495055 / +65 6471 7814 / Email
Jancy yeo@nparks.qov.sg

Jean Louise Lee, National Parks Board: +65 9731 3021 / +65 64717815 / Email
jean louise lee@nparks.gov.sg

Notes to the Editor

About Singapore Garden Festival

Singapore Garden Festival (SGF) is a biennial event, positioned to be amongst the top flower
and garden shows on the international calendar. SGF is the first show to bring together top
international award-winning landscape and garden designers, florists and horticulturists from
around the world, who are invited to the Festival to work alongside Singapore's own talented
horticulturists. Singapore's geographic location makes the Festival an ideal platform to showcase
horticultural and gardening products and services from the northern and southern hemispheres,
as well as from Asia and New World nations.

For more information on SGF2008, log onto www.singaporegardenfestival.com

About National Parks Board

National Parks Board (NParks) is responsible for providing and enhancing greenery of the
Garden City. Beyond green infrastructure, NParks is committed to enhance the quality of life
through creating memorable recreational experiences and lifestyles.

NParks manages more than 300 parks, the park connector network and the lush roadside
greenery in Singapore. Some of the parks managed include Singapore Botanic Gardens, Fort
Canning Park, East Coast Park, Bishan Park, Telok Blangah Hill Park and Pulau Ubin Recreation
Area. In addition, NParks manages nature reserves such as Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve and
Bukit Timah Nature Reserve.

As the scientific authority on nature conservation, NParks monitors and coordinates measures to
ensure the health of Singapore’s biodiversity.

NParks is also the lead agency in the efforts to continually upgrade the Landscape and
Horticulture Industry in Singapore. It works closely with industry partners to promote good work
practices and create a thriving, innovative and professional industry that will support Singapore’s
aspirations of being a City in the Garden.
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