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NEWS RELEASE 

 

SOME 300,000 VISITORS AT SINGAPORE GARDEN FESTIVAL 

 

Singapore, 1 August 2008 – Singapore Garden Festival (SGF) closes at 10pm today with 

record numbers of visitorship represented at the eight-day event, organised by the National 

Parks Board (NParks). In all, there was about 300,000 visitors to the Festival with an 

estimated 30% coming from overseas countries such as Australia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia 

and the United Kingdom. 

 

This is the biennial Festival’s second run, the first being in 2006, which saw 200,000 visitors 

over a 10-day period. Singapore Garden Festival is the only event in the world to bring 

together a wide international range of top award-winning designers to showcase their garden 

and floral creations all under one roof. The Festival featured 18 show gardens and 14 floral 

displays by 35 designers from 17 countries, and some 40 orchid displays. 

 

Apart from the record-breaking visitorship, the Festival also attracted visits by various 

luminaries and celebrities including local filmmaker Eric Khoo, local pop icon and artiste 

Stefanie Sun, internationally-acclaimed Chinese star Zhou Xun, travel and living host Anita 

Kapoor, former Hong Kong actress Jacqueline Law, former President of Indonesia, Megawati 

Sukarnoputri, and Sir Ronald Grierson, decorated British Army Officer and renowned banker 

and industrialist.  

 

Mr Ng Lang, NParks’ Chief Executive Officer, said, “The response to the Festival has been 

overwhelmingly positive this year.  Even participants, exhibitors and visitors, who are familiar 

with the last Festival, tell me that the Festival has scaled new heights this year. We are 

excited that Singaporeans and our friends from overseas have given the show so much 

support.  It gives us confidence to press on in our ambition to make the Singapore Garden 

Festival one of the best flower shows on the international calendar.” 

 

Following the Festival’s opening weekend, Best of Show winner for the Fantasy Show 

Gardens, Peter Cheok, received an invitation to bring his exhibit, Seeking Shangri-La, to the 

Ellerslie International Flower Show in New Zealand. The exhibit is also the current most 

popular display at the Festival. On this opportunity, 28-year-old Singaporean Peter Cheok 
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says, “I am very delighted for such a great opportunity to show a global audience of garden 

designers and enthusiasts what Singapore designers can do. I look forward to an inspiring 

experience at the event.”  

 

A lucky visitor to the Festival, Ms Caslin Goo, age 40, also won an opportunity to have a new 

Nepenthes cultivar named after her. The Nepenthes Caslin Goo, which is sponsored by 

Borneo Exotics from Sri Lanka, will be registered with the International Carnivorous Plant 

Society based in Pinole, California, USA. This cultivar was created by crossing Nepenthes 

Spectablis and Nepenthes Ventricosa. Over 6,000 entries were received for the contest. 

 

For the new three-day Singapore Garden Festival Expo trade component which ran from 24 to 

26 July 2008, about 300 delegates and 3,000 trade visitors attended the B2B event. Fifty-five 

per cent of the conference delegates were foreign participants from some 20 countries - 

Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, China (including Hong Kong and Macau), Germany, India, 

Indonesia, Israel, Kuwait, Malaysia, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Taiwan, 

Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and United States of America. 

 

The People’s Choice Award, where visitors vote for their favourite garden or floral displays 

through SMS, is ongoing till 10pm tonight. One lucky voter will win a trip to the Melbourne 

International Flower & Garden Show in 2009. The lucky draw is to be conducted on 8 August 

2008.  

 

Singapore Garden Festival returns in 2010. Details on venue and event date will be 

announced when available. 

 

A snapshot of what participants and visitors say ab out SGF: 

Designers, Judges & Implementing Partners  

 

Mr David Davidson, South African designer and Silver medal winner of Fantasy Garden 

IMBIZO yase Afrika, said, “Being invited as a designer to participate in this event has been 

one of the most rewarding and enjoyable experience of my life. It was in particular due to the 

unobtrusive, but incredibly comprehensive and competent organisation - from each 

preliminary meeting and communication to the very inspiring and reassuring presence of the 

team throughout the build up, that ensured a hassle-free experience. Being involved in event 
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organisation myself, I know that such undertakings never really are ‘trouble free’ but the way 

in which this organising team has worked together, and could anticipate, and be prepared for 

any eventuality, is the best example of planning, coordinating and co-operation that I have 

experienced in my life, making it the most enjoyable flower show I have ever participated in. 

To me the ultimate test of good organisation and a guaranteed good result is measured by the 

following indicators: a high level of commitment from every member of the team and the ability 

to always appear calm, be visible, be proactive, and above all remain friends, and this is what 

exists within the Garden Festival.”   

 

Mr Song Xiao Gu, Chinese designer, who was awarded Gold for his Fantasy Garden 

Memories of a Water Village, “This is truly a hard to come by opportunity. I am honoured to be 

invited to participate in this competition. It was such an interesting learning experience too as I 

got to see the different design styles by designers from around the world. I am also very 

touched by all the help given by friends I have made in Singapore including the National Parks 

Board. Steven, my implementing partner from Singapore, was also very helpful and 

resourceful in finding all the required plant materials for the garden.”  

 

Mr Ishihara Kazuyuki, Japanese designer who won Gold and Best of Show for his Landscape 

Garden Ryokufu Tei ‘The Green Breeze’, commented, “The festival was exquisite as the level 

of each participating designer was high. I learnt a lot and it was a great experience for me. I 

met other international designers from different countries and became friends. I hope the 

festival will continue and convey the beauty of greenery to Singaporeans as well as the rest of 

the world. I would like to express my gratitude to Singapore and Singapore Garden Festival. 

 
Mr Andy Sturgeon, United Kingdom designer of Time Frame, which was awarded  Silver in the 

Landscape Gardens category, said, “The Singapore Garden Festival has achieved something 

no other show has ever done by bringing together designers from around the world to make 

this a truly global and unique event.  It has been a real privilege to participate.  The range of 

exhibits is amazing and I have been taken aback by the extremely high standards throughout 

and I am sure that this show has a great future.”  

 

Mr Benjamin Hoyle, New Zealand designer of A Kakariki in Sheep’s Clothing, which was 

awarded a Bronze in the Landscape Gardens category, said, “You have dared to showcase 

the world and the result is truly golden.” 
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Ms Hitomi Gilliam, Canadian floral designer who won Best of Show and Gold for her Floral 

Windows to the World display entitled Seasons Gallery Canada, said, “The full scope of the 

Singapore Garden Festival – observing the construction of the larger exhibits from ground up 

make me appreciate further the massive effort put forth by amazing international talents. The 

artistry of the garden and the wonder of plant life unfolded before my eyes were in its purest, 

creative forms.” 

 

Mr Gregor Lersch from Germany, renowned floral designer and experienced international 

judge, said, “The Singapore Garden Festival is one of the most spectacular events of plants in 

the world. Even for its second time only, it shows a maturity of an occasion and has the 

dynamic power of youth.” Gregor was also the Best of Show winner for Floral Windows to the 

World at Singapore Garden Festival 2006. He returned this year, as a judge for the Floral 

Windows to the World competition.  

 

Mr Julian Dowle, award-winning garden designer and judge from the United Kingdom said, 

“The quality of the show has improved greatly since 2006. I’m impressed with the design 

imagination and originality of many of the exhibits. Many of the exhibits would do very well at 

Chelsea. The quality is great!” Julian was also the People’s Choice Award winner at 

Singapore Garden Festival 2006. 

 

Ms Teena Crawford from Australia, experienced international judge who judged the Fantasy 

Gardens said, “A very positive event with much to offer the visitors – stimulating exhibits, an 

eclectic mix of gardens…Overall, for the second Singapore Garden Festival with the Gardens 

at Level 6, the Orchid Show and Conference…Well done!! It has been a pleasure to be invited 

as a judge, and be part of this wonderful event!” 

 

Mr Steven Ng, Senior Manager of Ban Nee Chen Pte Ltd said, “This was a great opportunity 

for cultural exchange. We came to know more about the Chinese history and on traditional 

carpentry. And on our end, we were able to share with the Chinese designer our knowledge of 

plants found in Singapore. The friendships forged are priceless and it was a really bonus that 

we won Gold for our garden.” Steven partnered Chinese designer Mr Song Xiao Gu, for 

Memories of a Water Village which was awarded a Gold in the Fantasy Garden category.  
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Mr Kenny Eng, Business Development Director of Nyee Phoe Flower Garden Pte Ltd said, “It 

was challenging working with our partner designer because of the time difference. But all is 

good, as our skills and knowledge complemented each other. The team from the US was very 

good in the stone work, while we, being familiar with tropical plants, worked on the soft-

scapes.  Our win was a combination of efforts from the two parties and we are proud of the 

results it has achieved.”  Kenny worked with US designer Mr John Cullen, for Rose of 

Glendalough which was awarded Gold in the Fantasy Garden category.  

 

Visitors  

Vinay Pathak a 52 year-old Engineer based in Singapore said, “It’s good to see so much 

greenery in a concrete city. I liked the floral arrangements and the choice of colours…it was 

truly a visual feast. I will definitely go for the Festival again in 2010.” 

 

“It was a magical and refreshing experience. If there is a place that can give [visitors] a peak 

into the garden of Eden or a modern Shangri-la, Singapore Garden Festival is close to that,” 

commented 28 year-old Joshua Lee, a civil servant.   

 

Helen Ng in her 50s, commented, “I attended the last Festival as well and thought that the 

exhibits this year are a lot more beautiful. I was most excited about the garden by the Chinese 

designer [Song Xiaogu] because of its use of farm plants like corn and chili. The other 

amazing display is the Fantasy Garden which spoke about global warming issues.”  

 

“The splendour and beauty of fantasy and landscape gardens are definitely the highlight of the 

Festival. However, I was pleasantly surprised by the number of local competitors who took 

part at the Festival. I never knew there were such talents in Singapore. The local designers 

more than held their own amongst their internationally acclaimed counter parts, and definitely 

being exposed to such high standards of horticultural exhibits can only raise the level of 

landscape and garden designs in Singapore,” commented 27-year-old Woo Chia May, 

Marketing Communications Executive.   

 

10 year-old Shanice Goh, exclaimed, “I love the pitcher plants very much and bought one too!”   

 

Retailers  

There were about 120 retailers at the Festival marketplace. 
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Mr Dennis Cai, Director of GreenBack Pte Ltd, commented, “Participating at the Marketplace 

has been an excellent exposure for us…in terms of educating the public about our existing 

products as well as introducing our Can–O–Worms product that we will be bringing into 

Singapore in the near future. It has been really successful and we are looking forward to 

participate at the 2010 show.” GreenBack Pte Ltd specialises in organic compost.  

 

Ms Sheda Omar, owner of Botanic Inspirations, that retails nature-inspired interior furnishings 

said, “We chose the right show to participate in. The people who visit the show are plant 

lovers and when they enter our shop, seven out of 10 customers leave with our limited 

editions! This is definitely the show for us!” 

Ms Marvina Low from Boenga said, “This is a gathering of like-minded people, sharing the 

same passion. Fancy meeting lots of friends here and even seeing many ‘Tai-Tais’ hanging 

out at the Festival!” Boenga offers design arrangements of flowers for weddings, social and 

corporate functions. 

Mr VJ from Neem Shop that retails organic products said, “A well organised show, good 

publicity and our buyers are very knowledgeable people. We are very happy to be here and 

will not miss the next show!”  

Ms Agnes Lim from Reubens Pte Ltd, commented, “It was the right target audience! By 

participating in the MarketPlace, it helped to bring awareness for our products and services. It 

was a good platform for publicity. We will definitely be back for the next show!” Reubens Pte 

Ltd offer quality and custom-made pools from France. 

Ms Daniela Riccio, CEO of Glamourpuss, commented, “We are a new company in Singapore 

where our products are from New Zealand. And launching Digger Dolly at the Singapore 

Garden Festival could not have been more appropriate. The response has been 

overwhelming!” Digger Dolly is a series of pink gardening tools for women. 

 

Mr Kent Ken, Manager of Katong Flower Shop commented, “A very good show, so much 

better than the first show, a lot more visitors and a lot more sales. People are so willing to 

spend! We received many bookings for our services. We will be back for the next show!” 

### 
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For media queries, contact: 
 
Pamela Tor Das, Hill & Knowlton: +65 9765 2971 / +65 6390 3330 / Email 
pamela.tordas@hillandknowlton.com.sg 
 
Andrew Ang Tel, Hill & Knowlton:  +65 9791 4268 / +65 6390 3345 / Email 
andrew.ang@hillandknowlton.com.sg  
 
Jancy Yeo, National Parks Board: +65 97495055 / +65 6471 7814 / Email Jancy_yeo@nparks.gov.sg  
 
Jean Louise Lee, National Parks Board: +65 9731 3021 / +65 64717815 / Email 
jean_louise_lee@nparks.gov.sg  
 

Notes to the Editor  

About Singapore Garden Festival  

Singapore Garden Festival  (SGF) is a biennial event, positioned to be amongst the top flower and 

garden shows on the international calendar. SGF is the first show to bring together top international 

award-winning landscape and garden designers, florists and horticulturists from around the world, who 

are invited to the Festival to work alongside Singapore's own talented horticulturists. Singapore's 

geographic location makes the Festival an ideal platform to showcase horticultural and gardening 

products and services from the northern and southern hemispheres, as well as from Asia and New 

World nations.  

For more information on SGF2008, log onto www.singaporegardenfestival.com 

 

About National Parks Board   

National Parks Board  (NParks) is responsible for providing and enhancing greenery of the Garden 

City.  Beyond green infrastructure, NParks is committed to enhance the quality of life through creating 

memorable recreational experiences and lifestyles.  

 

NParks manages more than 300 parks, the park connector network and the lush roadside greenery in 

Singapore.  Some of the parks managed include Singapore Botanic Gardens, Fort Canning Park, East 

Coast Park, Bishan Park, Telok Blangah Hill Park and Pulau Ubin Recreation Area.  In addition, NParks 

manages nature reserves such as Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve and Bukit Timah Nature Reserve. 

 

As the scientific authority on nature conservation, NParks monitors and coordinates measures to 

ensure the health of Singapore’s biodiversity.    

 

NParks is also the lead agency in the efforts to continually upgrade the Landscape and Horticulture 

Industry in Singapore. It works closely with industry partners to promote good work practices and create 
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a thriving, innovative and professional industry that will support Singapore’s aspirations of being a City 

in the Garden. 

 

### 

 

Nepenthes   

Nepenthes are bizarre climbing plants native to tropical south east Asia.  Their leaves are extended into 

pitcher-like structures.  Hence they are also called pitcher plants or monkey cups.  The pitchers that are 

filled with digestive juices serve as traps for small creatures. The walls of the pitchers are able to 

absorb nutrients from the juices.  Nepenthes are therefore also referred to as carnivorous plants. 

 

Nepenthes  ‘Caslin Goo’ 

 

 

The Nepenthes ‘Caslin Goo’ is a hybrid resulting from a cross between Nepenthes spectablis and 

Nepenthes ventricosa.  

 

This hybrid has reddish coloured pitchers that can each grow up to a length of 30 cm.  The pitchers are 

expected to spot a deeper shade of red as the plant matures. This cultivar is known to be vigorous, with 

every leaf expected to sprout a pitcher.  

 

It is crossed and presented by Borneo Exotics.    

 

Date of Pollination: February 2007 


